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A major expansion of West Park
Healthcare Centre was given the green
light Aug. 24 by the Ontario government, an
historic milestone for one of the most significant
redevelopments in the hospital’s history.
Laura Albanese, MPP
“The redevelopment will enable for York South-Weston,
announced the longan integrated campus of care awaited
approval of
that models the way of the West Park’s expansion
future for healthcare delivery, to widespread cheers
from community
education and research.” dignitaries and West
Park staff and patients.
“This redevelopment will be one of the largest
infrastructure investments that the communities

of Mount Dennis and Weston have ever seen,”
said Albanese at an event at West Park Healthcare
Centre. “It will create jobs, and it will give families
better access to state-of-the-art healthcare services
closer to home.”
“We are thrilled we can now proceed with the
next steps of our campus redevelopment,” said
Anne-Marie Malek, West Park President and CEO.
“The redevelopment will enable an integrated
campus of care that models the way of the future
for healthcare delivery, education and research.”
The redevelopment of hospital facilities will
include the construction of a multi-storey building
that will accommodate expanded ambulatory
services, inpatient rehabilitation and complex
continuing care beds, including an anticipated

See: “Ontario Government Includes Centre Redevelopment” on page 3...
(L to R) West Park
Board Chair David
MacKinnon, President
& CEO Anne-Marie
Malek, York SouthWeston City Councillor
Frances Nunziata and
York South-Weston MPP
Laura Albanese just
after the good news
delivered by Albanese
on West Park’s Campus
Redevelopment.
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West Park Improving
the Road to Recovery
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Every day, thousands of Ontarians are admitted to an
acute care hospital due to serious illness or injury.
Their condition is stabilized and they are no longer in
danger. But many of them aren’t yet able to care for
themselves. And the acute care hospital is not designed
to meet their restorative
West Park Healthcare Centre, needs for rehabilitation or
vital stop on the way back home continuing care.
They come to West Park
from hospital, for specialized Healthcare Centre, a vital
therapy and education stop on the way back home
from hospital, for specialized
therapy and education. With personalized plans and
targeted treatment, these patients gain the strength,
skills and confidence to move back into their home
community. Further than that, they leave armed with
the know-how to manage their condition, avoiding
the circumstances that could lead to return trips to the
emergency room.
West Park’s Ventilator Transition Service is a good
example of that. The service helps patients whose
breathing depends on long-term, specialized ventilation
to move safely from an acute care hospital back to a
community setting. The new Acquired Brain Injury

Adult Day Service has the same
goal. It provides the supports that
enable people with brain injuries to
integrate back into home communities.
The Centre’s Respiratory Rehabilitation
Service is renowned for its skill in helping
patients manage their breathing conditions,
reducing crises that would otherwise lead to acute
care hospitalization.
That’s what West Park does now. Looking at what it
will do tomorrow is part of the Future Models of Care
(FMOC) project. Foundational to the next stage of
planning for redevelopment, the project is considering
the best way to deliver care in the future and designing
processes and spaces to enable it.
How West Park meets patient-care and health-system
needs, how advances in health care are affecting those
needs, and how West Park’s ability to meet them can
be strengthened and sustained, are all factors.
The new hospital facilities will include the construction
of a multi-storey patient services building to house
expanded ambulatory services, inpatient rehabilitation
and complex continuing care beds, with more than
50 new beds. It will also include a major renovation
to the existing main building and a new physical plant.
As the bricks and mortar are added, also under
construction will be the capacity to help more people
regain mobility, rebuild independence and restore
their quality of life.

Hard work
and support
– hallmarks of the journey so far
York SouthWeston MPP
Laura Albanese
shares the good
news with
West Park.
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West Park’s newly approved campus redevelopment
plans come after years of hard work and dogged
support from key people in West Park’s community.
Community representatives such as York SouthWeston MPP Laura Albanese and City Councillor
Frances Nunziata were instrumental in West Park’s
Campus Redevelopment plan.
Laura Albanese supported West Park’s plans, not
only in the corridors of Queen’s Park amongst her peers,
but in the community, speaking to her constituents.
“We would not have reached this stage without the
strong support and foresight of Laura Albanese. We are

truly grateful,” said David MacKinnon, West Park
Board Chair. “This is an important investment in the
healthcare system.”
And York South-Weston Councillor Frances
Nunziata played a leading role in ensuring appropriate
rezoning of West Park property and the community
consultation involved.
Internally, West Park’s planning team worked
diligently over the last five years to deliver exceptional
documentation and plans to move the project forward.
Their hard work enabled our supporters at Queen’s
Park and Toronto City Council to move forward.

West Park Foundation
to launch largest

rehab campaign

In the wake of the provincial government’s approval
for campus redevelopment, West Park Healthcare
Centre Foundation will embark on a multi-million
dollar campaign, which will be the largest fundraising
campaign in adult rehabilitation in Ontario.
“This is an exciting new chapter in West Park’s history.
It’s an ambitious goal that we’re ready to take on,” says
John LaFramboise, Foundation President and CEO. “This
is West Park’s opportunity to take its place as the leader
among leaders in rehabilitation care in Ontario and Canada.”
Drawing on community leaders and volunteers, the Foundation
will officially launch in spring 2012 its eight-year campaign for
West Park, which will raise funds for the hospital’s
local share of the new state-ofthe-art patient care centre,
priority programs, research
and education.

West Park Staff

to give $1 million Gift
West Park staff and physicians have overwhelmingly rallied to support
the expansion by pledging over $100,000 a year. The pledge is part of a 10-year
campaign that will designate $1 million of employee donations towards the
revitalization of West Park’s grounds.
After the green light from the provincial government, the
Foundation launched its Family Campaign asking employees
and physicians (West Park’s “Family”) to support campus
redevelopment through payroll deduction.
“The Family here at West Park have really stepped up to
the plate,” says LaFramboise. “Our financial commitment
clearly demonstrates to the donor community the value of
investing in West Park.”
The Family Campaign will fund outdoor projects including
the Cascade of Lights, a winter lights display at West Park
enjoyed by the patients and Weston community, and the
construction of a new Outdoor Walking Trail.

Ontario Government includes
Centre Redevelopment:
continued from page 1

expansion of 51 beds. It will also
include a major renovation to the
existing main building and a new
physical plant. The new Patient
Services Building will be constructed
next to and adjoin the current
main building.
West Park will also proceed with
the development of its ancillary lands,
extending the continuum of services
available on the campus with a focus
on services for seniors and individuals
living with disabilities. Development
of the ancillary lands will provide
financial support needed to help
fund the hospital expansion.
The announcement sets the stage for
functional programming – addressing
operational design, space requirements
and staffing for each functional area
in the redeveloped organization. The
announcement also sets the stage for
West Park’s Foundation to launch its
capital campaign.
“This announcement is one of
the most important in West Park’s
history,” said West Park Board Chair
David MacKinnon. “It transforms
West Park for the future. It helps us
deliver 21st century health care to a
part of Toronto and a provincial
patient base that is going to be
modern, contemporary, efficient
and, overall, helpful to the patient.”
The completed project will be a
healthcare centre that redefines the
boundaries of care. The government’s
investment responds to the demand for
West Park services which are expected
to increase by almost 50 per cent over
the next two decades, due mainly to a
growing and aging population living
with more chronic conditions.
In the short term, the project will
provide economic stimulus for construction trades and their suppliers
in the area. In the long term, the
investment helps retain and attract
new, highly skilled and higher-paying
jobs in the community.
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A New Village that Complements West Park
A new residential community on the West Park grounds will
open the door to a host of supports and services for seniors and
people with disabilities.
The concept is to extend the continuum of services available
on the campus in a non-hospital development to be created at
the east end of West Park’s property. Accommodating a wide
range of independence levels, the village is expected to include
housing and access to healthcare teams, corner stores and
other services.
In addition to providing accommodations to a growing elderly
and disabled population, the development will also enrich the
surrounding communities while generating necessary funds to
support the Centre’s expansion of hospital services.
As is the plan with the hospital development, the village space
will keep the “park” in West Park, incorporating spacious lawns,
walking trails and the forest of trees that patients, staff and
West Park’s neighbours have enjoyed for more than a century.
With plans underway for a substantial garden development,

funded mainly by donations from West Park staff, the therapeutic
benefits of this natural oasis will be enhanced as part of the
environment of care that enriches the West Park experience.
Beyond the social and recreational activities of the inviting
facilities, residents and visitors will have access to peaceful,
green surroundings just outside their door. An outdoor fitness
circuit with cardio and strengthening stations is part of the
new vision. So is an accessible horticultural therapy garden, a
woodland trail and ready access to the Conservation Authority’s
Humber River trail system.
West Park has created “complementary” projects before.
The West Park Long-Term Care Centre, which opened in 2002
with landscaped courtyards and terraces, is an example of a
development that enhances West Park’s mandate and enriches
the surrounding community.
This latest evolution will have the same success, bringing
more independent-living options and jobs to the community
– with a great neighbour, West Park Healthcare Centre.

Artist rendering of the
West Park campus with the new patient
services building located at the right.
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